Most of the descriptions and discussions presented so far have linked the religious display of sexual imagery to human and agricultural fertility within the dimension of space. This chapter will add the dimension of time, because much activity takes place within the context of a sexual shrine's annual matsuri 祭り, a word usually translated into English as 'festival' , although the Spanish word fiesta conjures up more readily the exuberance and gaiety that is commonly involved. If such events are publicised in English the expression 'phallic festival' is likely to be used, and this is not entirely inappropriate because very little ktenic imagery is to be seen at these lively gatherings.
That, at any rate, is the ideal view of a matsuri as set out by scholars of the subject such as Ashkenazi, and at first sight most of the phallic matsuri conform to these expectations.1 All involve a considerable element of phallic symbolism, and it is almost inevitable that if there is a parade a large phallus will be included along with the mikoshi. This one large phallus can perform two roles. It may be the quintessence of the devotional function whereby it acts as a representation of the enshrined deity and is paraded to receive adoration. The phallus that is used for this purpose may even be the shrine's goshintai, although a large and heavy one is difficult to manipulate, as shown by my observation of the Hodare matsuri ほだれ祭り in Tochio (Niigata Prefecture) in 2014. A block and tackle were needed to take the huge phallus from the shrine. It was fastened on to the carrying framework not by traditional ropes but using modern webbing and locking devices, and then carried with some difficulty over the slippery hard-packed snow. The heavy wooden phallus of the Hodare Shrine is returned to its normal location with great difficulty.
